
1. Clean a Bedroom

•• Or clean several, but start room by room.  Get your kids to help you decide what you can toss, donate, or 
reuse! Inspiration can be found on the Netflix movie: Tidying Up with Marie Kondo. She has also written a 
book titled The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up.

2. Shovel a Neighbour’s Driveway or Sidewalk

•• Many of us have elderly neighbours.  It would be a wonderful gesture and learning lesson for the kiddos to go 
and shovel the driveway for someone else.

3. Make a Superhero Outfit

•• Perhaps reuse some of those old clothes and help your children cut and stitch a super hero cape.  Let them 
accessorize with cool masks they have made!

4. Have an Indoor Picnic

•• Set up a blanket in the living room or somewhere else in the house and have a picnic.  Pack everything just 
as you would for an outdoor picnic!  BONUS: no ants!

5. Have a Board Game Day

•• It is a great time to dust off some of the old board games hiding around our homes.  Better yet, have your 
children help you make a board game!

6. Make a Snow Maze

•• Trace out a maze in the snow in the yard, see if your child can find their way out.  Better yet, let them build 
the maze and test your own abilities!

7. Make Jewellery

•• Do you have old necklaces or buttons that could be repurposed?  I know we do!  Have your child string to-
gether a new necklace or bracelet.

8. Make Play Dough

•• You can use existing play dough, or make your own.  Get your children to help adding the ingredients and 
choosing colours.  A great recipe can be found here: https://domesticsuperhero.com/best-homemade-play-
dough-recipe/ and it lasts for 3 months!
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9. Build a Lego City

•• Whip out that Lego collection and build a city.  Get creative!  Cities need more than just houses and cars!

10. Make a Scrapbook

•• How many pictures do we all have just sitting on our phones?  Have your children go through your phone and 
pick out some of their favourites.  Assemble them in a scrap book format. 

11. Make an Ice Sun Catcher

•• Find cool cake pans or other shapes, fill with water, and let freeze.  The resulting ice sculpture can be put 
somewhere to capture the light as the sun hits it.  Bonus points if you put cool decorative items in your 
sculpture!

12. Create a Magic Show

•• We all have simple utensils in our home that could be used to create a pretty cool magic show.  Create a 
wand out of construction paper, learn a card trick on YouTube, etc.

13. Write a Story

•• Our daughter loves to staple papers together and make a book.  Perhaps set a theme for inspiration, or let 
their little minds run wild!

14. Make a pizza from scratch

•• Making pizza dough can be incredibly fun for children.  Let them help you measure and add ingredients, then 
give them the freedom to pick their own toppings.  Plus, now dinner is done!

15. Have a friendly Snowball Fight

•• Build a shelter, stock up on some snowballs and prepare for War!  Just be careful of where you aim.

16. Make Cards for Others

•• We are separated from many of our loved ones at this time, but that doesn’t mean we can’t make them nice 
cards!  Write a card to Grandma, or perhaps to a neighbour.  Show your kids how a simple and thoughtful 
card can brighten someone else’s day!

17. Try to make a boat that floats!

•• Teach your children about buoyancy and the properties of water on various items.  Make a paper boat and 
show how quickly it can sink once it becomes saturated.  Make a similar boat and have them colour it with 
crayon to get a good waxy coating.  Have them compare buoyancy.  Similar to this, if you have clay you can 
create separate models and predict what will and won’t float.  Expand those little minds!
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18. Have a movie day

•• Burnt out from doing activities?  It’s okay to have a movie day.  Just make it fun.  Have popcorn like at the 
movies, dim the lights, etc.

19. Play Cards

•• Similar to the board game theory, teach your kids some new card games.  There are plenty of options for 
younger ones, such as memory, snap, or go-fish, to name a few!

20. Build a Snowman

•• Easy to do if the weather conditions are right.  If they aren’t, it could be trickier, but do your best to build 
some semblance of a snowman or animal out of the snow!

21. Do some painting

•• Get creative.  Whip out the old paint and let them paint you a pretty picture that can be hung proudly on 
the fridge!

22. Design a treasure hunt/map

•• This one does require a bit of foresight.  Draw the kids a treasure hunt map with some cool prize awaiting 
them at the end. The trickier, the more time it will take!

23. Play Hide and Seek

•• Find some new hiding spots around your home and get those kiddos to find you (and vice versa).

24. Make Sock Puppets

•• When you are cleaning out your bedroom (Point 1) remember to save some old socks.  You can use them to make 
puppets with old buttons, fabric, etc.  Get creative with it!

25. Potato Painting

•• You can cut shapes out of a potato or apple, dip in paint, and stamp on paper.  Let your children pick the cool 
shapes they will use!

26. Build a Snow Catapult

•• Find some twigs and other outdoor items to build a snow catapult.  See who can catapult a snowball the 
furthest!

27. Pretend you are King or Queen

•• Or in our house, Princess Elsa or Anna.  Let them dress up as their favourite character, build a throne, and 
let them rule the land.
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28. Bake some cookies!

•• Now is a great time to try out a new recipe!  Look online for some options and then let your kids help in 
measuring, adding, stirring, shaping, etc!

29. Read-a-thon

•• Pull out a stack of books and have a read-a-thon.  Get animated.  Make it fun for the kids!

30. Blow Bubbles and see if they freeze!

•• Bubbles aren’t just for summer, they work in the winter too.  If it is cold enough they will actually freeze 
too!

31. Plant a new plant!

•• We are getting somewhat close to spring.  You could plant a flower for the future garden, or for in the 
house. I remember planting beans in grade 3 and having one set that was kept in a dark closet and one that 
was exposed to light.  It was a cool experiment to see the impact of sun on plants.  Put out a plastic sheet 
or some garbage bags to do this project on, and let them dig and get dirty!  Bonus points if you have a pot 
that they can paint!

32. Decorate a Tree (Outside)

•• Make strands of cereal or popcorn and hang them outside.  The critters and birds in your yard will love it!

33. Make a Fort

•• Now is the time to whip out those old blankets, tie them to some chairs, and make a super awesome fort! 
Bonus points for separate rooms!

34. Have a tea party

•• Invite all of your stuffed animal friends, set the table, put on your Sunday best, and have a formal tea 
party.  Perhaps eat some of those cookies you baked previous!

35. Create a Paper Town

•• Use construction paper to create buildings, cars, roads, signs, trees, you name it.  Get creative! 

36. Make some Music

•• You can make some of your own instruments and create a band!  Some rice in an old container for a rattle, 
a tissue-box guitar, a packing tape drum, and you’ve got your ensemble!

37. Tidy out the Playroom

•• Now is a great time to do an early “spring clean” of the playroom.  Let your children help you decide what to 
keep, donate, or throw away.  It is a great time to sanitize as you go too!
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38. Google “how to draw…”

•• Have your child pick something they would like to learn how to draw, and watch some YouTube videos or get 
step-by-step instructions on Google to educate yourself!

39. Make Snow Angels

•• We recently had new snow fall which means there are plenty of great spots in the yard to create beautiful 
snow angels!

40. Go Sliding

•• The terrain may be flat, but that doesn’t mean we can’t try our hand at sliding.  See if you can build a 
backyard ramp to slide down!

41. Create a Play

•• Let your children dress up as their favourite character and host a play.  Set a stage (could be a couch or 
other cool backdrop).  Sit front row and clap as they perform!

42. Make Paper Airplanes

•• Pull out various types of paper, paper clips, tape, etc.  Let your children decorate and build paper airplanes.  
Have a contest to see which plane flies the farthest.  See if you can figure out why!

43. Make a Playlist and have a Dance Party

•• Let your children come up with a song list that they would like to dance to.  Dim the lights, hand out some 
flash lights, and have a dance party!

44. Have an Indoor Scavenger Hunt

•• Give your children a list of items to find and bring back to you from around the home.  Get creative so they 
have to cover all corners of the house!

45. Build a Snow Fort

•• There are a variety of options of snow fort, but one of the easiest is to pile snow and then dig out from the 
middle! Admittedly more work intensive for parents than the children, but get them helping!

46. Create a Collage

•• Either get out old magazines, or print some pictures for them from online or from your own personal collec-
tion.  Let them go crazy with glue and tape in creating what will be a beautiful collage!

47. Create a flippy book

•• Teach your children about the power of animation by developing a “flippy” book cartoon.
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48. Go Camping Indoors

•• If you are really brave, this could be an overnight thing.  Set up a tent, let everyone camp out.  Tell stories, 
use flashlights, and have fun!

49. Create an Indoor Obstacle Course

•• Remember, the floor is lava!  Set up pillows, chairs, etc. that they can jump from one to the next on.  

50. Papier Mache

•• Requires very limited supply but endless fun.  Have the kids pick a shape they would like to make and go crazy 
with some Papier Mache.  Let it dry and have them paint it the following day

51. Bury Your Legs

•• Go outside and let your children bury your legs in the snow.  Take turn burying theirs too!

52. Make a Volcano

•• This is strategically placed after the papier mache as I intend to make a volcano with my children out of 
papier mache.  Then teach them about the reaction of baking soda and vinegar.  Yay! Science!

53. Tie-Dye some Old Clothes

•• For temporary tie-dye, we’ve done food colouring.  But you may want to spot test or just use clothes you 
won’t be upset about ruining.  You simply need elastic bands, some cool colours, and you are on your way!

54. Make an Ice Candle

•• All you need is an empty ice cream pale (or similar pale), and water.  Let the water freeze (not all the 
way through), and then pull it out.  Voila, you have an ice candle!  Cool decorating ideas can be found on 
Pinterest.

55. Create a Jig-Saw Puzzle

•• Let your child colour a picture – perhaps on the inside of an old cereal box and then cut up the picture.  
Voila, you now have a puzzle that you can reassemble!

56. Host a Play Shop

•• Let your kids arrange some items, toys, etc. as a play shop.  Create some paper money and let them charge 
you for the items you would like to purchase from their shop.  Make sure they give you exact change!

57. Play Balloon Ping Pong

•• Inflate some balloons, and bounce them around.  See how many balloons you can keep up in the air at a time!

- 6 -



58. Make Life-sized drawings

•• Tape some paper together and trace out your bodies.  Let them colour their own body in.

59. Colour the yard with Snow Paint!

•• We have used food colouring but some blogs say to also use powdered tempera paint.  Then put it in spray 
bottles or old ketchup bottle and go colour the yard!

60. Create a Word Search

•• Pick out a few of your favourite words and hide them within a word search.  Then see if your family members 
can find them!

61. Print out and Complete a Colour by Numbers

•• Google “Colour by Numbers” and you will have plenty of options to choose from!  Have fun!

62. Play with the Dress Up Box

•• Dig to the bottom of it, come up with some cool and creative costumes and have a fashion show!

63. Make a Woodsy Mobile

•• Scavenge outside for some cool sticks and other materials, and make yourself a cool mobile with some yarn 
and the sticks you’ve collected!

64. Create Indoor Hop Scotch

•• Get out some masking tape and tape out a hop scotch course on the carpet.  Get creative!

65. Create a Mini Golf Course

•• This can be done with plastic cups placed strategically around the home.  You just have to determine the 
difficulty and obstacles for each hole!

66. Play Musical Statues

•• Similar to musical chairs, let someone DJ for you and dance your heart out until the music stops.  Points can 
be given for creative and funny statue poses!

67. Go on a Colour Hunt

•• Pick out 10 colours and go outside and see if you can spot them.  When you do, jot down your observations and 
where you saw the colour!
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68. Make a Stained Glass Window

•• We used to make cool cellophane and tissue paper windows.  Designate a window in the home that would be 
the perfect spot for your stained glass creation!

69. Create and Hang a Bird Feeder

•• Just because it is winter doesn’t mean the birds aren’t still around!  Create a bird feeder out of an old 
milk carton and hang it somewhere that the kids can see!

70. Hide and Seek in the Dark

•• Similar to the hide and seek above, but this time do it in the dark, with flashlights.  If it isn’t dark enough 
in your home, head to the basement!

71. Make and Decorate some Cupcakes

•• Find a new recipe and bake some delicious cupcakes.  You don’t need fancy tools to decorate your cupcakes 
either.  A Ziploc with a corner cut off serves as the perfect piping utensil!

72. Make a Time Capsule

•• We may never be told again in our lives to self-isolate.  Take advantage and create a time capsule to be 
opened in a few years.  Write letters to yourself, perhaps put some cool articles, and your own predictions.  

73. Learn the Art of Origami

•• Get out the construction paper and Google how to make Origami.  The instructions online can go from very 
simple, perfect for young children, to quite difficult and advanced.

74. Make Rainbow Sculptures with Balloons

•• Similar to the ice candles, you can fill balloons with water and food colouring.  Then you can use objects to 
shape the balloons while they freeze.

75. The Hat Game

•• A tried and tested game that has been great among friends, have everyone write out nouns, verbs, phrases, 
etc.   You name it, put it on a slip of paper.  Then take turns drawing and describing (without saying the 
word) the word you have drawn.

76. Water Bottle Bowling

•• Set up a bowling alley in your home with water bottles and a tennis ball (or equivalent sized ball).  Keep 
score similar to a real game, if you like!
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77. Blindfold Taste Test

•• Blindfold your child and try to see if they can guess the items you feed them.  Be nice, you don’t want to 
scar them!

78. Tic-Tac-Toe

•• Can be played anywhere, but why not map it out on the carpet!? Then use fun items to mark your box!

79. Create a Nature Collage

•• Go for a nature walk and collect sticks, leaves, rocks, etc.  Whatever you can find.  Help your kiddo glue 
them all together in what will be the prettiest nature collage, ever!

80. Choreograph a Dance!

•• Watch online videos for some cool dance moves, or let your child come up with their own moves.  Pick a cool 
song and video tape your created dance

81. At Home Day Spa

•• Whip out your robes! Set up a manicure or pedicure station.  Wash your faces and put lotion on.  Bonus points 
if you have cucumbers for the eyes!  

82. Play the outdoor “Spotting” game

•• Come up with a list of 15-20 items that you often see in and around your backyard.  Go outside, see if you 
can “tick” all of the boxes!

83. Make a Shoebox Diorama

•• Have your child pick a scene that they would like to create, and decorate a shoebox accordingly.

84. Create your own TV Show

•• Film and act a TV Show.  Discuss with your children what they would like their television show to be about.  
See if you need a script.  Kill two birds with one stone and make yours a cooking show – and make dinner!  
Let them watch their creations.

85. Play School

•• Let your child be the teacher and let them teach you about something that interests them.  Ask them lots 
of questions!

86. Make a Letter Book

•• At the top of each page, assign a letter.  Then, let your child move through the home and yard and take 
pictures of things that start with each letter.  At the end, print them out and glue them on the appropri-
ate page.
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87. Go Snow Bowling

•• Create some pins out of sticks or larger pieces of snow, and use snowballs to try and knock over your pins!

88. Make Paper Hats

•• Create some cool shaped haps – a pirate hat, a chef hat, etc.  You name it, you can create it.  Bonus points for 
cool accessories!

89. Cross Stitch

•• Teach your child how to cross stich by punching holes and drawing numbers in cardboard. Then provide them 
with the yarn and show them how to create cool cross stitch patterns!

90. Indoor Snowball Fight

•• If weather plunges too much, an indoor snowball fight would be a great way to pass the time.  Just get some 
balled up socks, build your shelters, and DON’T SURRENDER!

91. Have an Outdoor Scavenger Hunt

•• Provide your child with a list of items you want them to find outside.  Give points for each item and see how 
many they can find!

92. Have a Puzzle Day

•• We have been gifted with many puzzles that have now become all jumbled in one drawer.  Pull them all out, 
separate the pieces into Ziplocs, and let your child finish them as you go.

93. Create Your own Matching Game

•• Cut out some paper in the shape/size of cards.  Have your child color sets of two matching pictures to create 
their own matching game.  Then play with the cards they have created!

94. Decorate Some Easter Eggs

•• Hard boil some eggs and get creative with decorating them!  Easter will be here before we know it!

95. Have an Outdoor Obstacle Course

•• Create some obstacles outside – perhaps sticks you have to jump over, slides you have to go down, and then 
time everyone to see who can create the obstacle course the fastest!

96. Create a Hot Chocolate Station

•• Perfect after an outdoor activity – Make some hot chocolate from scratch using Cocoa, Sugar, and Milk.  
Let your children dress up their hot chocolate with whipping cream, marshmallows, sprinkles, etc.  
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97. Coffee Filter Art

•• Have your children colour coffee filters, then spray with water for a cool tie-dye effect!

98. Play Will it Sink or Float?

•• Have your child go around the home and pick out items that they would like to test the buoyancy of (some 
parental supervision required).  Then get them to predict if each item will sink or float before putting them 
in the water.  Explain to them what is happening with each item.

99. Make Slime

•• The popularity of slime remains!  Dress it up with some fun glitter, unique colours, or other ideas.  The Inter-
net is chock full of recipes and ideas!

100. Create Ice Cookies

•• See if you can find small pieces of firm snow/ice that you can shape into cookies.  Who can “bake” the most 
cookies!?

101. Recycle some Crayons

•• If your house is anything like ours, there are more crayons than you know what to do with and most of them 
are broken in different stumps/shapes.  Check out this HGTV Website and learn how to create entirely new 
crayons: https://www.hgtv.com/design/make-and-celebrate/handmade/kids-craft-how-to-make-recycled-crayons
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